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the landscape as it appeared when European settlers arrived.
Other sites describe the Chautauqua meetings and the springs
that formed millions of years ago.

Habitat Trail highlights the variety of habitat types repre-
sented in the park. Wetlands feature lake, pond, stream, marsh
and riparian habitats; deciduous forest includes upland slope,
creek bottomland and woodland savanna; meadow and prairie
represent grasslands found in the park; and linear habitats
include fencerow, thicket, suburban lawn and greenbelt.
Walkers on this trail visit all 14 habitats.

Salt Creek Backpack Trail provides 6 backpack camping
sites along its route for those who prefer a more rustic setting for
camping. Campers may hear the evening serenades of coyotes,
whippoorwills and wild turkeys as well as great-horned, barred
and screech owls. White-tailed deer, beaver, muskrat and mink
are frequently seen along this trail. Backpackers are asked to
register at the campground before heading out.

Old Farm Trail traverses 40 acres of the original Weldon
Farm. Old buildings, natural springs and abundant wildlife
await the more adventurous hiker. No Name cemetery, dating
back to the mid-1800's, lies on a ridge amidst a hickory grove.
Long term plans are to restore the tombstones of approximate-
ly twenty-five early settlers.

Al of the trails are routed through excellent wildlife habitat.
None of them are open to horseback riding or snowmobiling.

Camping

Named by Family Circle magazine to be one of the "Top
Twenty Campgrounds in America," Weldon Springs' campground
offers a quiet and friendly atmosphere for a relaxing camping
experience.

The Class A campground has 75 camping sites with
electricity, water service, vehicular access, a sanitary dumping
station for camping trailers, a shower building, cooking grills,
picnic tables, pit toilets and playground equipment. Areas for
tent, backpack, large-group and youth camping also are
available. Primitive backpack camping sites are located along
Salt Creek. Call ahead for conditions. The Black Locust
large-group area can accommodate 200 to 300 campers at
one time. Reservations can be made for one tent camp site,
and ten camp sites with electricity.

Disabled campers also are served. Three campsites
designed for special needs offer a hard-surfaced pad. Privies
and water are easily accessible.

Alcohol is prohibited in the tent area, Long Point and Black
Locust Group Camp and the backpack sites.
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eldon Springs
State Park A

Weldon Springs State Park
1159 500 North
Clinton, IL 61727, (217) 935-2644

B While groups of 25 or more are welcome and encouraged to
use the park’s facilities, they are required to register in advance
with the site office to avoid crowding or scheduling conflicts.

B At least one responsible adult must accompany each group
of 15 minors.

B Pets must be kept on leashes at all times.

B Actions by nature can result in closed roads and other facilities.
We hope you enjoy your stay. Remember, take only memories,
leave only footprints.

B For more information on state parks, write to the Department
of Natural Resources, Office of Public Services, One Natural
Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271, call (217) 782-
6302 or visit our website at http://dnr.state.il.us.

W For more information on tourism in lllinois, call the lllinois
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Bureau
of Tourism at 1-800-2CONNECT.

B Hearing-impaired individuals may call the Department of
Natural Resources’ TTY number, (217) 782-9175, or use the
Ameritech Relay Number, 1-800-526-0844.

Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
and those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies is available to all indi-
viduals regardless of race, sex, national origin, disability, age, religion, or other non-merit factors. If
you believe you have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office
andlor the Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield,
1L 62702; 217/785-0067, TTY 217/782-9175

Printed by authority of the State of lllinois 50M-11/06
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Rod A. Bla

Weldon Springs
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two beavers, his chainsaw sculpture stands on the edge of the
marsh on the park’s northeast corner.

Amphitheaters

The park has two outdoor amphitheaters, Lone Oak and Red
Pine, which can be used for plays, weddings, movies and other
programs. Both are positioned on wooded hillsides. Lone Oak,
the more remote of the two structures, will accommodate groups
of up to 60 people. Red Pine is accessible to physically disabled
visitors. Both amphitheaters can be reserved.

Picnicking

In addition to eight large picnic areas, six of which have
shelters, the picnic enthusiast will find small groups of tables at
a number of locations throughout the park. Cooking grills or fire
rings, water hydrants, toilet facilities and parking spaces are
available at each picnic ground. Most of the large picnic areas
also have electrical service and playground equipment. All six
shelters are available on a reservation basis. Sand volleyball

courts are located at White Oaks Picnic Area, Lookout Point,
and Meadowview.

For the Disabled

Virtually every part of the park is available to people with
physical disabilities. In addition to the Red Pine Amphitheater, the
fishing pier and accessible campsites, disabled visitors will find a
shelter, fishing dock and handicapped-accessible toilets in the
Lakeview Hill Picnic Area. They'll also find accessible toilets at
the east dam turn-around, Meadowview Picnic Area and the
boat ramp. A pull-off area and observation deck are located at
the turn-around area on the east side of the dam.

Fishing

A 29-acre, spring-fed lake, which ranges in depth from 10 to
28 feet, features 2 miles of shoreline dotted with bank fishing
platforms and a boat launching ramp. The fish population boasts
sizeable largemouth bass, catfish, bullhead, crappie, bluegill
and sunfish. There are size and catch limits for some species,

and only electric boat motors may be used. Anglers may rent
boats at the concession.

Wildlife Carving

Chainsaw artist and wood sculptor Paul Hoffman of Mount
Pulaski created a masterpiece from a dead bald cypress tree.
Featuring an owl, three raccoons, a squirrel, a woodpecker and

Concession Stand
The concession at Weldon Springs is operated as a full-service
restaurant with inside seating. Carry-outs are available by calling

935-0605. Anglers will find bait, tackle, fishing boats, and paddle
boats. Firewood and ice are convenient for campers.

Veterans Point
Veterans Point honors all veterans for the sacrifices they

have made, are making, and will make in order to secure our
freedom. Twenty tons of granite honor and memorialize fifteen
hundred veterans from at least twenty-five states. A footing
along the Veterans Point walkway accommodates the addition
of memorials in perpetuity. Fifty “Flags of Freedom” are flown
on Memorial Day, July 4, Flag Day, Labor Day, Patriots Day,
Veterans Day and Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. “Freedom
is not Free” is inscribed on the base of the sculpture created
by Marianne Caroselli of Far Oaks, Texas. At a cost of more
than $150,000, Veterans Point was completed after four years
of planning and construction. Black granite recognizes
supporters of Veterans Point in honor or memory of loved ones.
Veterans Point was dedicated to all veterans during a day of
celebration and remembrance on Sunday, October 9, 2005.

Directions
From the traffic light south of Clinton on U.S. Route 51,
follow the signs 3 miles to the east, or from east of Clinton on

lllinois Route 10, go to the park sign, turn south and follow the
signs 2 miles to the park.

Weldon Springs Foundation

With individual dues of $10 per year, the Weldon Springs
Foundation Inc. supports park projects and programs with gifts
of time, talent and funding. The Department of Natural Resources
thanks the Foundation and all volunteers for their support.

For more information about the park, contact Weldon
Springs State Park, 1159 500 North, Clinton, IL
61727 or phone (217) 935-2644 or log on at http://dnr.state.il.us.

Weldon Springs
State Park

Clinton

Weldon Springs
State Park
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