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INTRODUCTION

Clinton Lake, located in DeWitt County in Central
lllinois, was constructed by the lllinois Power Company
to provide cooling water for the Clinton Power Station.
Normal pool elevation was reached in 1978, the same
year in which the lllinois Department of Natural
Resources signed a 40 year lease with lllinois Power
Company. The Department operates and maintains the
10,000 acre public recreation area, which includes most
of the 5,000 acre cooling lake. Initial development being
funded by both lllinois Power and the lllinois Department
of Natural Resources.

The various access and public use areas around
Clinton Lake are collectively known as Clinton Lake
State Recreation Area. Although fishing and other water
sport activities have been the main attractions at this
site, a diversity of other recreational activities are provid-
ed as well. All hunting is by permit only - contact the
park office prior to hunting to obtain a free annual hunt-
ing permit. Hunting is permitted for waterfowl (from boat
blinds only), dove, squirrel, woodcock, rabbit, quail,
pheasant, archery deer, and night hunting for fur bearing
mammals. A public drawing for a limited number of trap-
ping permits is held each year on the last Saturday in
October. Camping, picnicking, hiking and cross country
ski facilities are also available. Snowmobiling is allowed
on the frozen lake surface only.

LOCATION

Clinton Lake is less than a 4 hour drive from Chicago
and St. Louis. It is approximately 30 miles from, and
centrally located between, the cities of Champaign,
Bloomington, Decatur, and Lincoln. Access from the
north or south is facilitated by Interstates 57 and 55 as
well as U.S. 51 which passes within 10 miles of the lake.
Interstates 72 and 74 provide access from the east or
west. lllinois Route 10, 54 and 48 provide a direct route
to the lake.

LAKE DESCRIPTION

The lake was formed by the construction of an earth-
en dam approximately 1,200 feet downstream from the
confluence of the North Fork and the main branch of Salt
Creek. The North Fork branch and the main branch of
Salt Creek are about seven and 15 miles long respec-
tively.

Normal pool for the approximately 5,000 acre “V"-
shaped impoundment is 690 feet above sea level. The
average depth is approximately 15 feet with a maximum
depth of 40 feet near the dam. The lake has an average
width of 1,970 feet. Most of the 130 miles of erratic

shoreline is wooded with gently rolling to steep banks
and numerous coves.

Efforts were made to diversify fish habitat during the
construction of Clinton Lake. Most of the lake basin was
cleared; however, trees were left standing in areas that
became large coves. Roadways and bridges were
reduced to rubble and left in the lake basin. Several
gravel pits and farm ponds were also inundated. Rip-rap
was placed along five bridge causeways and along
3,500 feet of the dam. The ultimate heat sink is an under-
water dam and levee within the lake which provides fish
structure about 10-12 feet underwater in the central part
of the North Fark near the power station. These features
have contributed to the variety of fish habitats in Clinton
Lake and are easily located on the map in the middie of
this booklet. The section of the lake between the ultimate
heat sink underwater dam and the State Route 54 bridge
has been permanently closed to public use.

The sport fish community of Clinton Lake is com-
prised of fishes common to central lllinois reservoirs:
largemouth bass, bluegill, white crappie, black crappie,
channel catfish, bullheads, and flathead catfish. Several
other sport fishes have been stocked to assess their
adaptability to a cooling lake and to diversify the fishery.
These fishes are: walleye, striped bass, hybrid striped
bass (striped bass x white bass), and tiger muskellunge
(muskellunge x northern pike).

The “cooling loop," the lake area between the end of
the discharge canal and the power plant intake, contains
the warm water discharges from the power station. Flow
through the “cooling loop” is in a clockwise pattern. Fish
congregate near the discharge in colder months.

To prevent overharvest of fishes, a fish and waterfowl
refuge area is designated between the lllinois Route 48
and DeWitt County Highway 14 bridges. No fishing or
boating is allowed in this area from October 10 through
March 31. For further information on the refuge and
other restrictions see the regulations section in this
gquide.

LOCAL FACILITIES

Bait, tackle and other related items are available at the
Clinton Lake Marina, or can be purchased at stores in
nearby Clinton, Weldon, DeWitt and Farmer City.

Churches, restaurants, motels, service stations and
most other facilities may be found in Clinton and Farmer
City. A limited number of facilities may also be found in
Weldon, DeWitt and Deland. Other Department of
Natural Resources facilities in the area include Weldon
Springs State Recreation Area and Moraine View State
Recreation Area which both offer camping facilities.






